
























 
Is Remdezivir a treatment? Is dexamethasone? Is convalescent plasma?  
 

Is this press release supposed to frighten readers? 

Sent from my iPhone 
 

On Jun 20, 2020, at 6:45 PM, Haynes, Benjamin (CDC/OD/OADC)  wrote: 

  
Got it  
 
Benjamin Haynes 
Deputy Chief 
News Media Branch 

 

 
From: Traverse, Brad (HHS/ASPA)  
Sent: Saturday, June 20, 2020 6:39:21 PM 
To: Haynes, Benjamin (CDC/OD/OADC) ; OS - Interviews  
Cc: Robinson, Michael J (HHS/ASPA)  Hall, Bill (HHS/ASPA) 

; CDC OADC ASPA Clearance  
Subject: RE: Reactive Statement -CLIA to voluntarily extend the suspension of operations for passenger 
cruise ship travel.  
  
Thanks, Benjamin, I just sent my suggested edits    
  
  
Brad Traverse 
Senior Advisor to the Assistant Secretary 
Office of the Assistant Secretary of Public Affairs (ASPA) 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS) 

(cell) 
 (e-mail) 

  
From: Haynes, Benjamin (CDC/OD/OADC)   
Sent: Saturday, June 20, 2020 6:37 PM 
To: Traverse, Brad (HHS/ASPA) ; OS - Interviews  
Cc: Robinson, Michael J (HHS/ASPA)  Hall, Bill (HHS/ASPA) 

 CDC OADC ASPA Clearance  
Subject: Re: Reactive Statement -CLIA to voluntarily extend the suspension of operations for passenger 
cruise ship travel.  
  
It has not be cleared yet, so comments welcome 
  
Benjamin Haynes 
Deputy Chief 
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News Media Branch 
 

 
From: Traverse, Brad (HHS/ASPA)  
Sent: Saturday, June 20, 2020 6:15:31 PM 
To: Haynes, Benjamin (CDC/OD/OADC) ; OS - Interviews  
Cc: Robinson, Michael J (HHS/ASPA)  Hall, Bill (HHS/ASPA) 

; CDC OADC ASPA Clearance  
Subject: RE: Reactive Statement -CLIA to voluntarily extend the suspension of operations for passenger 
cruise ship travel.  
  
Has this already gone out or are edits an option? 
  
Brad Traverse 
Senior Advisor to the Assistant Secretary 
Office of the Assistant Secretary of Public Affairs (ASPA) 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS) 

 (cell) 
 (e-mail) 

  
From: Haynes, Benjamin (CDC/OD/OADC)   
Sent: Friday, June 19, 2020 6:02 PM 
To: OS - Interviews  
Cc: Robinson, Michael J (HHS/ASPA)  Hall, Bill (HHS/ASPA) 

; CDC OADC ASPA Clearance  
Subject: Reactive Statement -CLIA to voluntarily extend the suspension of operations for passenger 
cruise ship travel.  
  
Please see below. I believe you are aware that this was coming you,.  
  
  
Reactive Statement – CLIA Announcement to Suspend Operations 
CDC supports the decision of CLIA to voluntarily extend the suspension of operations for passenger 
cruise ship travel.  The lethal pandemic continues to spread rapidly around the world with no treatment 
or vaccine. The COVID pandemic continues to ravish the globe with more than 8.5 million confirmed 
cases worldwide and over 450,000 confirmed deaths worldwide in last 6 months. On June 17, 174,000 
COVID-19 cases were reported worldwide, the largest single tally since the epidemic began. It took 3 
months to reach the first million cases of COVID-19, but in the past week alone 1 million cases have 
been reported worldwide.   

  
The pandemic is deadly and insidious with a wide range of symptoms among those infected from none 
or mild symptoms to respiratory failure and multiorgan failure. While all age-groups have been affected 
with severe disease, those over 65 and those with underlying health conditions are at much greater risk 
of hospitalization and death. The guest profile on typical cruise ship voyages matches those at greatest 
risk for hospitalization and death.  The population density on cruise ships tends to be higher than most 
urban settings, and even when populations are reduced, we have still seen ongoing spread of COVID-19 
illness.  Sailings without guest passengers and with a markedly reduced crew size since April has proven 
how difficult it is to control and eradicate COVID infections and outbreaks in the maritime 
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environment.  For all these reasons CDC concurs with the CLIA announced decision to extend suspension 
of guest services. 

  
Since our original No Sail Order in mid-March preventing embarkation of any new passengers, CDC has 
worked tirelessly day and night to control COVID-19 on cruise ships that remained at sea while 
protecting against further introduction and spread of COVID-19 into U.S. communities. CDC expended to 
date an estimated 35,000 personnel hours on cruise ship COVID-19 response since mid-March—in 
addition to the thousands of hours by other HHS components, the rest of the United States government  
states, and local authorities. 
  
CDC has continued to have regular conversations and emails with the cruise line industry and cruise ship 
operators, often on a daily basis, as we worked to review response plans submitted by the cruise lines to 
CDC under the No Sail Order. CDC will continue to evaluate and update our recommendations as the 
situation evolves.  For more information on CDC’s work with cruise ships during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
visit: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/cruise-ship/what-cdc-is-doing.html  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Caitlin Shockey, JD 
Associate Director for Communication 
Division of Global Migration and Quarantine 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
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From: Alexander, Paul (HHS/ASPA)   
Sent: Saturday, June 20, 2020 11:10 PM 
To: Haynes, Benjamin (CDC/OD/OADC) ; Traverse, Brad (HHS/ASPA) 

; OS - Interviews  
Cc: Robinson, Michael J (HHS/ASPA) ; Hall, Bill (HHS/ASPA) 

; CDC OADC ASPA Clearance  
Subject: RE: Reactive Statement -CLIA to voluntarily extend the suspension of operations for passenger 
cruise ship travel.  

 
See my suggested edits…I added to Brad’s and the issue is the intro was so strong to me, and so I toned 
it down and quickly put in a good word for the fine work being done by CDC. I described a bit more the 
issue but if you think not needed, you can discard. The statement that all age-groups are impacted is not 
entirely correct as written and the data is firm in this. I tried to flesh it out to keep the direction you 
were going. Actually, what is really incredible to me at times is that yearly influenza (seasonal) kills 200 
young children per year (roughly) and this illness does not. Yet it is felt this illness does   
 
Anyway, nice piece.  
 
 
 
 
Dr. Paul E. Alexander, PhD 
Senior Advisor to the Assistant Secretary  
For COVID-19 Pandemic Policy 
Office of the Assistant Secretary of Public 
Affairs (ASPA)                                                                                                                        
US Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
Washington, DC 

 
 

Email:  

 

 

 
From: Haynes, Benjamin (CDC/OD/OADC)   
Sent: Saturday, June 20, 2020 6:37 PM 
To: Traverse, Brad (HHS/ASPA) ; OS - Interviews  
Cc: Robinson, Michael J (HHS/ASPA) ; Hall, Bill (HHS/ASPA) 

 CDC OADC ASPA Clearance  
Subject: Re: Reactive Statement -CLIA to voluntarily extend the suspension of operations for passenger 
cruise ship travel.  

 
It has not be cleared yet, so comments welcome 
 
Benjamin Haynes 
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Deputy Chief 
News Media Branch 

 

 
From: Traverse, Brad (HHS/ASPA)  
Sent: Saturday, June 20, 2020 6:15:31 PM 
To: Haynes, Benjamin (CDC/OD/OADC) ; OS - Interviews  
Cc: Robinson, Michael J (HHS/ASPA) ; Hall, Bill (HHS/ASPA) 

; CDC OADC ASPA Clearance  
Subject: RE: Reactive Statement -CLIA to voluntarily extend the suspension of operations for passenger 
cruise ship travel.  
  
Has this already gone out or are edits an option? 
  
Brad Traverse 
Senior Advisor to the Assistant Secretary 
Office of the Assistant Secretary of Public Affairs (ASPA) 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS) 

 (cell) 
 (e-mail) 

  
From: Haynes, Benjamin (CDC/OD/OADC)   
Sent: Friday, June 19, 2020 6:02 PM 
To: OS - Interviews  
Cc: Robinson, Michael J (HHS/ASPA) ; Hall, Bill (HHS/ASPA) 

 CDC OADC ASPA Clearance  
Subject: Reactive Statement -CLIA to voluntarily extend the suspension of operations for passenger 
cruise ship travel.  
  
Please see below. I believe you are aware that this was coming you,.  
  
  
Reactive Statement – CLIA Announcement to Suspend Operations 
CDC supports the decision of CLIA to voluntarily extend the suspension of operations for passenger 
cruise ship travel.  The lethal pandemic continues to spread rapidly around the world with no treatment 
or vaccine. The COVID pandemic continues to ravish the globe with more than 8.5 million confirmed 
cases worldwide and over 450,000 confirmed deaths worldwide in last 6 months. On June 17, 174,000 
COVID-19 cases were reported worldwide, the largest single tally since the epidemic began. It took 3 
months to reach the first million cases of COVID-19, but in the past week alone 1 million cases have 
been reported worldwide.   

  
The pandemic is deadly and insidious with a wide range of symptoms among those infected from none 
or mild symptoms to respiratory failure and multiorgan failure. While all age-groups have been affected 
with severe disease, those over 65 and those with underlying health conditions are at much greater risk 
of hospitalization and death. The guest profile on typical cruise ship voyages matches those at greatest 
risk for hospitalization and death.  The population density on cruise ships tends to be higher than most 
urban settings, and even when populations are reduced, we have still seen ongoing spread of COVID-19 
illness.  Sailings without guest passengers and with a markedly reduced crew size since April has proven 
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how difficult it is to control and eradicate COVID infections and outbreaks in the maritime 
environment.  For all these reasons CDC concurs with the CLIA announced decision to extend suspension 
of guest services. 

  
Since our original No Sail Order in mid-March preventing embarkation of any new passengers, CDC has 
worked tirelessly day and night to control COVID-19 on cruise ships that remained at sea while 
protecting against further introduction and spread of COVID-19 into U.S. communities. CDC expended to 
date an estimated 35,000 personnel hours on cruise ship COVID-19 response since mid-March—in 
addition to the thousands of hours by other HHS components, the rest of the United States government, 
states, and local authorities. 
  
CDC has continued to have regular conversations and emails with the cruise line industry and cruise ship 
operators, often on a daily basis, as we worked to review response plans submitted by the cruise lines to 
CDC under the No Sail Order. CDC will continue to evaluate and update our recommendations as the 
situation evolves.  For more information on CDC’s work with cruise ships during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
visit: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/cruise-ship/what-cdc-is doing.html  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Caitlin Shockey, JD 
Associate Director for Communication 
Division of Global Migration and Quarantine 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

 
 

  
Reactive Statement – CLIA Announcement to Suspend Operations 
CDC supports the decision of CLIA to voluntarily extend the suspension of operations for passenger 
cruise ship travel.  The COVID-19 lethal pandemic continues to spread around the world with no as yet 
proven treatment or vaccine   CDC continues to work with other federal agencies such as the NIH and 
FDA to mitigate risk of transmission and to secure an effective therapeutic (s) and/or vaccine (s) for the 
American people.  

 
The pandemic can be both lethal and fatal, with a wide range of symptoms among those infected. 
Infected persons may experience no symptoms, as well as some may experience  from none or mild 
symptoms, and then others may progress to  moderate to severe illness which could translate into 
respiratory failure and multi-organ failure and/or death. . While all age groups have been affected, 
those Persons with no symptoms or mild symptoms (children, younger persons, healthy/well 
individuals) often recover with little if any, non-hospital homecare support. Persons over 65  and those 
with underlying health conditions (e.g. diabetes, hypertension, cardiovascular illness, malignancy, liver 
disease, kidney disease, and obesity etc.) are at much greater risk of more severe illness with possible 
hospitalization and at times, a need for respiratory support (some form of oxygen) in an ICU setting.  and 
death.  
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The guest profile on typical cruise ship voyages matches those at greatest risk for severe illness which 
may require hospitalization and need for respiratory support and death.  Moreover, tThe population 
density on cruise ships tends to be higher than most urban settings, and even when populations are 
reduced, we still observe have still seen ongoing spread of COVID-19 illness due to the congregated 
setting and greater chance of closer physical contact.  Sailings without guest passengers and with a 
markedly reduced crew size since April has proven how difficult it is to control and eradicate COVID 
infections and outbreaks in the maritime environment.  For all these reasons CDC concurs with the CLIA 
announced decision to extend suspension of guest services. 

 
Since our original No Sail Order in mid-March preventing embarkation of any new passengers, CDC has 
worked tirelessly day and night to control COVID-19 on cruise ships that remained at sea while 
protecting against further introduction and spread of COVID-19 into U.S. communities. CDC expended to 
date an estimated 35,000 personnel hours on cruise ship COVID-19 response since mid-March—in 
addition to the thousands of hours by other HHS components, the rest of the United States government, 
states, and local authorities. 
 
CDC has continued (and continues) to have regular conversations and emails with the cruise line 
industry and cruise ship operators, often on a daily basis, as we worked to review response plans 
submitted by the cruise lines to CDC under the No Sail Order. CDC will continue to evaluate and update 
our recommendations as the situation evolves.  For more information on CDC’s work with cruise ships 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, visit: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/cruise ship/what-cdc-is-doing.html  
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